ABSTRACT 

A trocar system including a cannula and an obturator assembly being at 
least partially insertable through the cannula. The obturator assembly including a 
housing, a penetrating tip disposed at a distal end, an elongated shield including a guard 
extending from a shaft are movable relative to the penetrating tip, and a latch mechanism 
disposed generally within the housing. The latch mechanism facilitates changing the 
configuration of the obturator assembly between a fixed-shield orientation, wherein at 
least a portion of the guard is maintained to extend at least partially distal of the 
penetrating tip to prevent puncturing of tissue by the penetrating tip, to a non-fixed shield 
orientation whereby upon application of force to the distal end of the obturator assembly, 
the guard and penetrating tip are permitted to move relative one another to facilitate 
puncturing of tissue by the penetrating tip. 
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